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James Cooper’s name appears in the organization of 
the county as one of the constables appointed. He 
served the public as magistrate, assessor, and teacher 
of schools. He was regarded with high esteem for his 
honest and elevated character in social and business re¬ 
lations. He was a prominent member of the Liberty 
Church in the early history of that historic congrega¬ 
tion, and his influence was ever for good morals, in¬ 
telligence, and refinement of manners, himself being a 
fine specimen of what is termed “a gentleman of the 
old school,” and was noted for his polite and gracious 
manners, correct and entertaining conversational pow¬ 
ers. 


ALEXANDER WADDELL. 

One of the pioneers of our county from whom quite 
a number of our people trace their descent was Alex¬ 
ander Waddell. He was of Scotch-Irish descent and 
was among the earliest settlers in the neighborhood of 
Marvin Chapel. His wife was a Miss Rouss. He 
came from Augusta County before the Revolution, but 
in what year is not certainly known. He came out to 
examine the country, and looked over the Levels and 
the lands beyond Buckeye and around Sewall’s Cave, 
and selected the place so long known as the Waddell 
Place, where the public road reaches the highest point 
on the mountain in passing from Buckeye to Millpoint. 
When he first explored the Levels all was mainly 
vacant or unclaimed, and he might have entered the 
greater part of it. He concluded it was too level and 
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glady, and so he preferred the lands north of Millpoint 
where he could be high enough to keep in the dry. 

Their daughter, Martha, married the late John Bar- 
low, of Edray, mentioned elsewhere. 

Elizabeth Waddell married William Sharp, near 
Edray. 

Ann Waddell married Squire James Sharp of Beaver 
Creek. Each of these sons-in-law of the early pioueer 
are specially mentioned in this book as men of promi¬ 
nence in the affairs of the county. 

Mary Waddell married Squire John Gillilan, near 
Millpoint. This large family moved to Missouri, 
where their numerous descendants have their prosper¬ 
ous homes. 

Jennie Waddell married Josiah Brown, near Edray. 

Miriam Waddell was married to John Thompson and 
moved to Ohio. 

The Waddell sous were John, William, and Alexan¬ 
der. To give his sons a chance to have their homes 
near him, the venerable pioneer concluded to move to 
Ohio and settled near Oallipolis. These sons all died 
in Ohio, and their history is not much known to their 
friends in West Virginia. 

Mr Waddell seems to have been a fervently pious 
person. It was his intense desire to live one hundred 
years, and he made this desire for longevity a matter 
of special prayer. He died in Ohio at the age of one 
hundred and two years, thus receiving a full measure 
and more of borrowed time. With long life God sat¬ 
isfied him, and showed him his salvation. 

The history of his life shows he had paid good atten- 
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tion to Bible reading where it is written in the thirty- 
fourth Psalin : 44 What man is he that desireth life and 
loveth many days that he may see good ? Keep thy 
tongue from evil and thy lips from speaking guile; de¬ 
part from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.” 

This Psalm was a great favorite with our pious pion¬ 
eer people, to give them consolation in their times of 
danger and distress. 


RICHARD HUDSON. 

The Hudson family trace their ancestry to Richard 
Hudson,. whose wife was Elizabeth Redden. They 
came from Augusta County early in the century, and 
settled in the woods on the head waters of Sitlingtons 
Creek, on lands now held by their grandsons, War¬ 
wick B. and John L. Hudson. This land was purchas¬ 
ed from a Mr Armstrong. A small opening had been 
made by one Posten previously. Mr and Mrs Hudson 
were the parents of seven daughters and three sons. 

Sally and Polly Hudson went to Ohio and married 
and settled in that State. 

Keziah Hudson, of whom the writer has no definite 
information, more than that she was named after one 
of Job’s daughters. 

Rachel Hudson married Dysard and lived in Bar¬ 
bour County. 

Matilda married Thomas Humphries and lived in 
Barbour County. 

Naomi became Mrs Samuel Mathews, and lived in 
Randolph County. M. G. Mathews, deceased, a 
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